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Planning and Transport Committee Meeting
Monday 19th August 2013
At 7.00pm in the Village Hall
Minutes
Present: Cllr L Britt, Cllr C Beglan, Cllr P Heeley, Cllr M Turley, Cllr T Cook

Members of the public: One

Clerk: Rebecca Luckin
1. To consider accepting apologies for absence 
There were none received. 

2. To record declarations of interest from members in any item to be discussed and agree dispensations
Declarations of interest were declared by Cllr Cook – neighbour to the RMC site and Cllr Turley – business connections to Barratt’s Homes. 

3. To approve the Minutes of the last Planning and Transport Committee meeting – 
The minutes of the meeting of 15th July 2013 were agreed as being a correct record of the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman.

4. To consider planning applications:
DC/13/0609 RMC Reserved matters –  Cllr Britt read a draft statement that she would be making at the Development Control Meeting 20.08.13. and made amendments as suggested by Councillors.

Norman Cooper arrived at 19.08pm

The meeting was adjourned to allow a member of the public to speak
He advised that HCRA would also speak, focusing on the discharge of conditions and the commencement of development.
The meeting was reconvened
SDNP/13/03221/FUL - Highden House London Road Washington - Create concrete base and erection of 5 stables.  Plans circulated prior to meeting.   Councillors had been unable to arrange a site visit to discuss the detail of the application.  The Clerk will ask for an extension on time and attempt to contact the owner.  Councillors were concerned that the stables would be run as a business.  The item will be placed on the September agenda.

DC/13/1427 - Wild Thyme Gorse Bank Close - Rear single storey extension, front garage extension and new pitched roof and 2 dormer windows to garage.  Cllr Heeley had visited the site and advised that the footprint would increase slightly.  The neighbour had objected due to an overlooking window.  There is no right to light, but there is a right to privacy and amenity.  Councillors agreed that they were concerned regarding potential overlooking, but did not object to the proposal otherwise.  The Clerk will respond.
DC/13/1434 - Sevenoaks Sanctuary Lane - Surgery to 1 x Oak tree.  Members discussed the proposal and agreed that they had no objection, but would defer to the opinion of HDC Tree Officer, Will Jones.  The Clerk will respond.
 

DC/13/1521 - Rock Business Park The Hollow Washington - Approval of Reserved Matters following Outline permission DC/12/0988 (Refurbishment of one existing building (Block A), redevelopment of an existing building (Block B), demolition of remaining former poultry rearing buildings and the erection of 5 new buildings all for B1 (Business) and/or B8 (Storage or Distribution) uses (Blocks C to G) with associated parking and landscaping) relating to the scale and appearance of Blocks A and B and landscaping.  Respond to HDC by 4th September.  The application will be discussed at the meeting of 2nd September.

DC/13/1537 – Ferndene, Bracken Close - Detached annexe.  The application will be discussed at the meeting of 2nd September, following a site visit.  Respond to HDC by 4th September.   The Clerk will ask if it will replace the existing summer house or be additional, and ask for the proposed roof height.  

5. Enforcement issues update
SDNP/13/00329/COU - Kia Garage – John Attfield had visited and asked for cars to be removed cars from the verge.  No response from Kia - he will monitor the situation and ask again.  He advises that in the case of repeated non-compliance, HDC can serve an enforcement notice without prior warning.  SDNPA advise that a Ranger and an Ecologist will visit to assess the verge and possible damage. Also reported again to WSCC Highways, regarding the unofficial access onto the Highway.  The Clerk will follow up.

6. To receive planning department decisions
None received.

7. Appeals issues update
APP/Z3825/D/13/2200409 – Lupin Cottage, Hampers Lane - proposed two storey extension and alterations – appeal date approx. 29th August.  Previous representations by Parish Council will be passed to the Planning Inspectorate.

8. Transport issues –
A letter of concern and summary of ongoing highways issues had been sent to Cllr Goldsmith, leader of WSCC – 8th August.  The letter had been forwarded to Cllr Montyn, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport – awaiting response.

A24 Bus Crossing Point  - investigating progress of feasibility study.


Newhouse Lane / Rock Road  -  Clerk has asked WSCC to remove tree as promised by Ed Dickinson and Cali Sparks and permitted by Will Jones following agreement with a nearby neighbour.  

A283 Pedestrian Crossing Point – Councillors were expecting a VAS to be installed earlier this year, following discussion and agreements with WSCC.  Cali Sparks advises that it is now on the CLC list, has been given low priority and will cost twice as much as previously agreed.

Flooding at the bottom of school hill – floodwater at the bottom of School Hill needs redirecting, as agreed with Tracey Webb.  The Clerk has applied for Operation Watershed funding, following advice from Cali that it would not jeopardise any WSCC funding or action to resolve the problem.  Cali now advises that Operation Watershed is the only way to solve the problem and has provided a list of suitable contractors for the PC to manage the project.  A report and recommendations from a WSCC Highways Engineer was promised, but has not materialised.

Traffic Speed Survey – waiting for John Forster to analyse results and make recommendations.  Cali advises that the traffic speed survey is to be discussed at the next CLC meeting, but did not advise what would be discussed.  CLC Meeting date – 11th September, Partridge Green Village Hall, RH13 8HX.  Cllr Horwood will attend and report back to Full Council.

9. Neighbourhood Plans
The first meeting of the Steering Committee will take place 7.00pm, 10th September, Sullington Hall.  Agenda, Membership, Terms of Reference, Memorandum of Understanding, to be agreed and date of the next meeting to be set.

The draft agreement for the Provision of Services by AirS was circulated 12.08.13.  The Storrington Clerk has asked for Washington Parish to be added as joint commissioner and the inclusion of the number of hours that AirS and rCOH will provide.  A schedule of services, including payments to AirS was included.  50% is payable at the outset of the process (£2,160+VAT).  Tom Warder confirmed - the total number of hours is 60, with 20 allocated for rCOH and 40 for AirS.  Half of AirS time is allocated primarily in the early stages for community engagement activity.

The Clerk has contacted Andrew Trigg, SDNPA regarding the NP area designation.  The form and information that Tracey will submit to HDC can also be submitted to the SDNPA.

Philip James, HDC, has provided a map showing designated area – The Clerk has checked and verified that the parish boundary is correct.

Application Form Sections C and D – Members agreed the statement – ‘Storrington acts as the main hub for its neighbouring parishes, providing infrastructure, facilities and services, including but not limited to, doctor’s surgeries, schools and a major shopping centre.  As such, the Parish Councils of Parham, Thakeham, Washington and West Chiltington were invited to join with Storrington & Sullingon PC to produce one neighbourhood plan that could make provision for any shortfalls in the services available or any improvements required for the area as a whole.  Whilst Washington is the only Parish on board at present, it is felt that any plans being progressed by the other parishes mentioned, should give consideration to the infrastructure issues that exist, and should co-operate with the Storrington, Sullington and Washington plan.’

The Clerk will to confirm by letter to HDC, that Washington Parish Council wish to join with Storrington and Sullington Parish Council to draft a Neighbourhood Development Plan.

10. Any other Planning and Transport issues
Regarding the large advertising sign at Millford Grange, Nick Keeley, Barratt’s Homes, will review the advert consent regulations and apply if necessary.   The Clerk will investigate the regulations with HDC Planning Department.

The Clerk reported an announcement that SDNPA will have £5m to spend on cycle path projects - the scheme will focus on improving access to the National Park from major rail stations. There will also be 34 miles of new routes.  The item will be placed on the September agenda.

Removal of privy at Goodyers Farm – a member of public had reported the demolition of an old privy.  The Wiston Estate had advised that following the felling of trees it was unsafe and removed it on H&S grounds.  Councillors would like to ask the Estate if they intend to reconstruct it at a later date.

Joel Sykes has confirmed that he will reposition the Washington and Sullington signs to the correct parish boundary.

The HDC draft Planning Framework document is now out to public consultation.  

Carol Heather, WSCC, has advised of a Bus Shelter Grant Scheme for new bus shelters, not refurbishment of old The Clerk will ask if both shelters on the A24 could be replaced.  

A member of the public had raised concern regarding the cyclists taking over the allotments layby when they are racing on Sunday mornings.  Clerk will write a letter and ask them to be considerate, since it is a public thoroughfare and ask for cars not to be parked on the triangle.  
The meeting closed at 19.56pm

Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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